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Mission Statement

In a supportive Christian environment, reflecting the philosophy

of the Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent,

St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School aims to provide

excellence in teaching and learning
within a broad, balanced and flexible curriculum
complemented by other school activities;
preparing confident, compassionate and capable young

women able to contribute in a global community.
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June 2016

Dear Parents / Guardians

The purpose of learning is growth and our minds, unlike our bodies, can continue growing as long as we live.
(Mortimer Adler)

St Margaret's has enjoyed a long tradition of academic excellence and broad subject choice. In 2017 the school continues
with this tradition, as it focuses on preparing each student to meet the challenges of the future.

Whether it is for further study at a tertiary institution, an apprenticeship or entry into the workforce, St Margaret's,
through its subject offerings, aims to prepare students for whatever endeavour they ultimately wish to pursue.

This Curriculum Handbook is designed to help your daughter plan her course of study for Years 11 and 12. It is
important that subject selections are made in light of personal interests and future career goals. Students should choose
carefully knowing that they are choosing their study program for two years.

Members of staff are available to assist you and your daughter in making the right selections. Their advice is invaluable,
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YEAR 11/2017 - YEAR 12/2018

In preparation for the Year 11 academic program in 2017, students and their parents need to give careful consideration
to the information in the following pages to guide senior subject selections. This Curriculum Handbook is an excellent
resource for providing details of each subject offered in Year 11 at St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School, the requirements
for achieving the Queensland Certificate of Education and guidance for tertiary pathways.

When choosing subjects, it is important for students to consider:

subjects that the individual student has found enjoyable, interesting and personally rewarding
academic strengths and weaknesses

possible career pathways — seek the Careers Counsellor’s advice and QTAC resources
future university or TAFE course prerequisites

the value of maintaining a balanced course

Once students have made their initial selections, the 2017 timetable will be prepared. Staffing and resource constraints
oblige us to remove those courses which are not sufficiently supported by student selection. All students affected will
then be asked to reselect from those courses that are offered. Please note that the school limits the size of classes;
therefore, a change of subject may not be possible if the class is full. Some classes may be combined Year 11 and 12
classes.

If students or parents have any questions in relation to the information contained in this Curriculum Handbook or the
subject selection process, please contact the Dean of Pedagogy and Enhanced Learning, Ms Samantha Bolton, the Careers
Counsellor, Ms Elizabeth Johnston, or the relevant Head of Faculty. Contact numbers are recorded at the back of this
Handbook.
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CAREER PLANNING AND TERTIARY
STUDY

Some of the most important decisions students make at school are those relating to subject selections. These decisions
are important since they may directly affect a student’s success at school and how she feels about school. Senior subject
selections are also an important part of career planning, particularly if tertiary study is integral to future career plans.
As an overall strategy, it is suggested that students choose subjects which:

they enjoy;

they have demonstrated, or feel confident of achieving, some success in;

will help them to develop skills, knowledge and attitudes useful throughout life;

help them to achieve their chosen career goals, (if such goals have been formulated,) or to keep their career

options open should they
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Successful completion of any of the English and Mathematics subjects offered at St Margaret's satisfies the literacy and
numeracy requirements. More detailed information about the QCE can be accessed via the Queensland Curriculum and
Assessment Authority (QCAA) website http:\\www.qcaa.gld.edu.au

KEEP YOUR OPTIONS OPEN

While some students may currently feel absolutely sure of their future career, it is very common for them to change
their minds over the last two years of senior schooling. Given the pace of change in the employment sector and the
unpredictability of life in general, it is a wise strategy to have multiple career options in mind. In essence, there are many
benefits to be gained from keeping options open through subject choices. Choosing a balance of subjects across a
variety of disciplines can serve many positive purposes. It is important for students to remember to select subjects they
enjoy, which will give them the greatest chance of achieving academic success, and which will allow them flexibility of
options post-secondary school.

GLOSSARY OF TERMS

Assumed Knowledge
Assumed knowledge is the minimum level of achievement in senior studies (or equivalent) considered necessary for
successful first year tertiary study.
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Prerequisites
These are subjects studied
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BIOLOGY

COURSE OVERVIEW

Biology is the study of the natural systems of the living world. Participation in Biology enables students to engage in
creative scientific thinking and to apply their knowledge in practical situations. The study of Biology will help students
foresee consequences for the living world arising from their own and society’s activities. This will enable them to
participate as informed and responsible citizens in decision-making processes, the outcomes of which will affect the
living world both now and in the future.

TOPICS OF STUDY

The topics of study include:
Units of life
Energy Systems
Transport, excretory and regulatory systems
Parasites, pathogens and defence against disease
Ecology
Genetics and reproduction
Classification systems
Evolution

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

The study of Biology provides rich learning experiences, which enhance a student’s knowledge and understanding of the
living world. A capacity to communicate effectively is developed through writing essay style analyses on issues and
concepts. The appreciation and complexity of the biological phenomena is fostered through investigations into
ecosystems, body systems, and the interaction between both. Each type of organism, including homo-sapiens, occupies
a unique position in the biosphere. A study of Biology develops the ability to apply biological skills and reasoning to
present-day and emerging issues. The capacity to identify, gather, manipulate and process information is built through
laboratory investigations, dissections, and field work. Attendance and active participation in a mandatory 2 day field
research into ecosystems at Hastings Point is required of all students.

ASSESSMENT
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CHEMISTRY

COURSE OVERVIEW

The focus of Chemistry is to develop knowledge and understanding of the chemical aspects of the world. By using
knowledge and investigative techniques students will frame questions, identify issues, conduct investigations, and use
problem solving strategies to seek understanding
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ECONOMICS

COURSE OVERVIEW

Economics is the study of how societies use resources for particular ends. Households, businesses and governments are
confronted with the economic problem of alternative uses for limited resources and for this reason Economics is
sometimes referred to as the ‘Science of Choice’. The extensive media coverage of economic issues, problems and
events has, in recent years, highlighted the need for increased economic literacy for all participants of our global
community if we are to meet our responsibilities as citizens and as participants in local, national and global economies.
In developing a wide range of economic skills and understandings as they investigate problems and issues facing Australian
society, senior students of Economics should gain the competence to effectively participate in and contribute to,
economic decision-making at both the personal and wider level.

TOPICS OF STUDY

The approach to each unit is inquiry and, wherever possible, students will be encouraged to design their own
investigations and develop their own responses to economic questions through a rigorous interpretation, analysis and
evaluation of a range of relevant sources.
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ENGLISH EXTENSION
[Year 12 only]

COURSE OVERVIEW

English Extension is a one-year course offered to students in Year 12 only. The course must be studied in conjunction
with Year 12 Senior English and gives interested and able students the opportunity to explore related texts in greater
depth, with particular emphasis on the reading process. The course examines different approaches to reading and the
attribution of literary value, both traditional and contemporary, through the study of a variety of written and visual texts
which are linked, thematically, to those being studied in mainstream English.

The requirement for entry into the English Extension subject, therefore, is that the student has studied two semesters
of Year 11 Senior English, or the equivalent, and has concurrent enrolment in Year 12 Senior English.

TOPICS OF STUDY

English Extension applies the lenses of a variety of theoretical approaches to analysing and evaluating literary texts to
help students explore ways of valuing literature. The subject assists students to ask critical questions about cultural
assumptions, implicit values and differing world views encountered in an exploration of social, cultural and textual
understandings about literary texts and the ways they might be interpreted and valued. The nature of the learning and
assessment in English Extension demands that students are able to work independently on intellectually challenging tasks.

Throughout the course, students will apply their understanding of reading practices and the theories that underpin them
by producing readings of literary texts, and defending their readings by analysing how the readings are related to specific
approaches and reading practices. Students will produce complex transformations of texts by intervening in a text or
part of a text, and rewriting it to reposition themselves or other readers. By the end of the course, students will be
engaging in sharply focused and critically defensible ways of reading and evaluating texts.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

In accordance with syllabus requirements, the course provides for accelerated independence, increased cognitive
demands and complexity of assessment tasks. Whilst explicit teaching of the four approaches, using at least three lessons
a week, is planned for the early stages of the course, increasing time is allocated to independent study as the year
progresses. This is paralleled by greater flexibility in regard to the choice of texts and contexts for assessment tasks, in
the expectation that students will draw on an increasing variety of approaches and theorists in their responses.

ASSESSMENT
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HOME ECONOMICS

COURSE OVERVIEW

Home Economics focuses on the wellbeing of individuals and families in a range of social contexts. The areas of study
include nutrition and food, textiles and fashion, individuals, families and communities. As a result of their studies students
become informed decision makers who are empowered to make good food choices, be responsible consumers of
textiles, and care for their families, peers, communities, and themselves.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Emerging designers — creating and making, advertising and marketing, cultural and historical fashion,

natural beauty and design contexts
At home - packaging, labelling and marketing of foods, food choices for events, home environments, social

interaction and family dynamics
Food for thought — nutrition and food analysis, special dietary needs, food innovation and cookery

Ethical threads — consumer responsibility, social justice in the fashion industry and designing clothing

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Analyse trends in the fashion industry and fashion forecasting
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INFORMATION PROCESSING &
TECHNOLOGY (IPT)

COURSE OVERVIEW

Information Processing and Technology (IPT) touches many aspects of modern human life. IPT deals with Information
Systems, Software Development, Artificial Intelligence, Computer Systems and the Social and Ethical implications of
information technology (IT). The emphasis is software development rather than the use of application packages. In
studying Information Processing and Technology, students investigate the nature of information processing and related
technologies, using a computer as the primary tool. Such a study assists students to cope with the rapid rate of change
associated with IT and to appreciate its impact on society and the individual.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Topics in this course include:
Games Programming (Software and Systems engineering)
Database and Business Applications (Information Systems)
Human — Computer Interfacing
Artificial Intelligence

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Information Processing and Technology (IPT) is an academic and practical discipline which seeks to prepare students to
meet rapid changes and be responsive to emerging technologies and trends. It provides students with knowledge, skills,
processes and understandings in IT.
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LEGAL STUDIES

COURSE OVERVIEW

Legal Studies focuses on ‘legal awareness’. It has been designed for students who, whatever their post-school
destinations, wish to develop their wider education in understandings, skills, abilities, and attitudes about legal situations
and issues so as to be better able to participate in the social processes of local communities. Individuals and groups in
Australian society are faced with many significant legal and social issues. To deal with these issues, people need to
understand their legal rights and responsibilities. They need to be able to access the Australian legal system and
investigate how it affects their basic rights, obligations and responsibilities. Informed students are able to constructively
question and make significant improvements in society.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Students will undertake four core areas of study which provide the foundation knowledge and understanding of the
Australian legal system, laws and processes. These four core units are:

The Legal System

Criminal Law

Introduction to Civil Obligations
Independent Inquiry

Human Rights

Further, students will undertake the following electives:

Civil wrongs (torts and the law)
Family Law
Employment Law

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Learning experiences may include:

Determining key legal issues through the use of secondary sources

Defining key facts, law and concepts associated with Australian legal issues
Investigating Australian Law through the use of media and databases
Ascertaining and investigating the key stakeholders in society

Applying current legislation to social issues

Making decisions on whether the law is just and equitable

Assigning recommendations for changes and reform to the law

Communicating through essays, research projects and multimodal presentations
Reflecting on legal outcomes

ASSESSMENT

Assessment techniques include short response tests, extended written responses (seen and unseen), non-written
presentations, inquiry tasks, and response to stimulus materials.
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MATHEMATICS C

COURSE OVERVIEW

Mathematics C may be taken in addition to Mathematics B, by students with a strong interest in mathematics. Students
are given the opportunity to explore topics not met in Mathematics B as well as the opportunity to extend knowledge
acquired in Mathematics B. There is an emphasis on applying mathematics both in life-related situations and in purely
mathematical contexts but the mathematics is more rigorous and demanding than in Mathematics B. A high standard of
communication skills is expected and the concept of mathematical proof is considered in greater depth than in
Mathematics B.

Recommendations: Mathematics C can only be studied concurrently with Mathematics B. It is recommended that
students should not commence Mathematics C unless they achieve at least a high “B” grade in MA2 at Year 10 Level.
Strong mathematics skills are essential and students need to be active, interested and enthusiastic problem solvers.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Mathematics C is an integrated course of study consisting of six core topics and two option topics. The core topics are
introduction to groups, real and complex number systems, matrices and applications, vectors and applications, calculus
and structures and patterns. In addition, the School will choose two of the following options: linear programming, conics,
dynamics, introduction to number theory, introductory modelling with probability, advanced periodic and exponential
functions or approved options of the School’s design.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Mathematics C provides opportunities for the development of the key competencies in contexts that arise naturally
from the general objectives and learning experiences of the subject. The seven key competencies are:

Collecting, analysing and organising information

Communicating ideas and information

Planning and organising activities

Working with others and in teams

Using mathematical ideas and techniques

Solving problems

Using technology including the CAS calculator

ASSESSMENT

Students will be assessed in a variety of ways. Students may be required to construct models, use graphing calculators
Computer Algebra System (CAS) calculators and computer software, write assignments or research articles, carry out
investigations or give oral presentations on a prepared topic, as well as undertaking pen and paper tests. Assessment is
continuous throughout each semester.

The three objectives linked to the exit criteria are

0) Knowledge and Procedures
(i) Modelling and Problem Solving
(iii) Communication and Justification

Assessment is formative in Semesters 1 and 2. All subsequent assessment is summative leading to this subject’s exit
result.
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MODERN HISTORY

COURSE OVERVIEW

The Modern History course in Years 11 and 12 is concerned with contemporary world history, the themes and
movements that are of significance to the lives of men and women in the twenty-first centuries and the implications of
these challenges for our developing societies. For each student, the course provides an opportunity to develop an
understanding of the great issues of our time, many of which arise daily in the newspapers and other media. This is of
value to all students, whether their interests lie chiefly in the sciences, humanities or commercial studies.

Modern History is a challenging academic subject that requires significant literacy and thinking skills. The course is
designed to refine students’ capacity to deal critically with information and to develop independent theories in response
to historical questions.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Semester 1: The history of everyday lives
Semester 2: The history of ideas and beliefs
Semester 3: Studies of conflict

Semester 4: Studies of hope

In each semester, one in-depth study will be a guided inquiry and the second in-depth study will be based on student
choice and interests.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Identifying issues or problems for investigation

Designing research questions and developing hypotheses

Locating sources of evidence and recording findings

Analysing, interpreting and evaluating the authenticity of evidence, its worth, bias, reliability and purpose
Drawing conclusions and supporting ideas with evidence

Communicating using written and non-written genre

Reflect
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MUSIC

COURSE OVERVIEW

Students studying music are empowered by the medium of music to gain insight into their ever-changing world, to
develop self-discipline and to deepen their aesthetic awareness. Students who study Music in Year 12 have the option
of selecting “Music Extension” as an additional Authority Subject in Year 12. The Senior Music Work Program operates
over four semesters with ample opportunity for students to experience music through the three dimensions of

Year 11 and 12 Curriculum Handbook 2017-2018 26



MUSIC EXTENSION
[Year 12 Only]

COURSE OVERVIEW

Music Extension is an extension of the Senior Music Syllabus and is designed to offer more challenge than Senior Music.
The challenge of the subject includes expectations of accelerated independence, increased cognitive, expressive and
musical demands and assessment task requirements. The course is studied for the two semesters of Year 12,
concurrently with the parent Music syllabus, and is designed for students interested in exploring in greater depth one
of the three areas of study that lie behind the general objectives of the Senior Music Syllabus: Composition, Performance
or Musicology (Analysing Repertoire). Students will undertake detailed studies in one of these specialisations. Whether
for career, commercial or leisure needs, students will have the opportunity to gain the basis for a life-long engagement
with music.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Topics of study depend on the chosen specialisation and are determined through the repertoire selection of the student.
As such, students have the opportunity to choose topics in consultation with their teacher that are of most interest and
relevance to their own specific strengths, talents and experiences.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Performance students learn advanced performance and rehearsal techniques, showmanship, repertoire
selection, and increase their confidence through regular formal and informal solo and ensemble performance
opportunities.

Composition students learn advanced compositional techniques and work to develop their own unique and
individual composition style through workshops and focussed study of other prolific composers and
songwriters. Composition students also use professional recording and composition software.

Musicology students develop their analysis techniques in both visual and aural settings and study research
techniques, and extended writing.

ASSESSMENT
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PHYSICS

COURSE OVERVIEW

The study of Physics provides students with a means of enhancing their understanding of the world. Physics is a way of
achieving useful knowledge and skills and is a stepping stone for further study in many scientific fields. Physics is more
mathematical than other sciences and so students can expect to use concepts from mathematics subjects.

The science of Physics has developed particular methods and procedures that value precise measurement and highly
reproducible experiments, and has a powerful and fruitful partnership with Mathematics. Physics is concerned with the
discovery, understanding and application of the fundamental laws of nature.

Knowledge of Physics remains a basis for technology in the foreseeable future. Telecommunications, electronics and
computers have had a profound impact on social structures. Through the application of its findings, Physics is also
indirectly responsible for generating much of the intellectual and material wealth of our way of life. Knowledge of Physics
is useful to people in exercising their responsibilities as citizens[ )] TIET3TBpo
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RELIGIOUS AND VALUES EDUCATION (RVE)

COURSE OVERVIEW FOR YEAR 11

TOPICS OF STUDY
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VISUAL ART

COURSE OVERVIEW

The Senior Visual Art Course is designed to develop sophisticated aesthetic and cultural awareness, creativity and
communication through visual means, together with skills in design, problem solving, art processes and techniques.
Students visit prominent Brisbane art galleries and participate in workshops with contemporary artists, gaining insight
into art practices which complement the academic course of work. It is highly advisable for students selecting this course
to have studied Visual Art at Year 10 level.

TOPICS OF STUDY

YEAR 11: Diversification
Students learn to use a wide range of art media to seek creative solutions to design problems, think divergently and
use higher order learning skills to articulate an informed aesthetic

Semester 1 Unit titles - Cultural Obsession: Sculpture, life drawing, design
Ethos: Painting
Semester 2 Unit titles - Alchemy: Printmaking, mixed media and artist book
Building Blocks: A selection of processes to introduce year 12 working methods

YEAR 12 - Specialisation
Students use an inquiry learning model to define and solve visual problems, developing individual responses to art
concepts through: researching, developing, resolving and reflecting.

Bodies of Work are developed from two (2) of the following:
Evolve
Dialogue
Artist in revolt
Personal extension — all students must develop an extension folio in either making or appraising in Term 4

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

Year 11: Techniques and approaches to creative thinking are explored utilising a broad range of media, thus forming a
foundation of knowledge for the development of more conceptual works.

Year 12: Students are required to self-initiate ideas for art works and to research, develop, resolve and reflect on those
ideas. Students engage in various written genres in art appraising to explore art works and ideas portrayed by artists.

Media areas will allow for flexibility of choice and reflect the diversity of ideas and the conceptual messages students

Year 11 and 12 Curriculum Handbook 2017-2018 31



PROFESSIONAL OPPORTUNITIES:
VOCATIONAL STUDIES

As indicated in the early section of this handbook on Career Planning, students are able to choose vocational courses
as part of their senior program. St Margaret's offers a Certificate Il in Hospitality, a Diploma of Business and a
Diploma of Project Management which are all facilitated by external providers. Students are also able to enrol in a
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