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Mission Statement

In a supportive Christian environment, reflecting the philosophy
of the Sisters of the Society of the Sacred Advent,
St Margaret’s Anglican Girls School aims to provide
excellence in teaching and learning
within a broad, balanced and flexible curriculum
complemented by other school activities;
preparing confident, compassionate and capable young
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Dear Parents / Guardians

Year 7 is a pivotal time for learning. The transition to Secondary School provides fertile ground for
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HEALTH & PHYSICAL EDUCATION

COURSE OVERVIEW

The Year 7 Health and Physical Education program provides students with opportunities to develop the
knowledge, processes, skills and attitudes necessary for making informed decisions about personal, social and
community health. It also focuses on the concepts/skills required for participation in movement and physical
activity. Students have three HPE lessons per week — two concentrating on the practical elements and one
on the theoretical component. The following table illustrates the topics and practical elements Year 7
students will participate in during the year.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Personal, social and community Health Movement and Physical Activity -practical

Semester
‘ — theory elements elements

First Aid and CPR
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HUMANITIES
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LANGUAGES - FRENCH

COURSE OVERVIEW

Languages are the medium through which we learn about the world and develop curiosity about new ideas,
values, peoples and places. Since knowledge about social relations and cultural identity are dependent on
language, the study of a language extends, diversifies and enriches our ways of thinking and stimulates an
appreciation of our own language and culture. At St Margaret’s, the study of either French or Chinese is
compulsory in Year 7.

Learning a language is about communication. It involves the ability to comprehend and compose, and includes
the four skills of listening, speaking, reading and writing. Learners communicate with real language for genuine
purposes. Students will achieve communicative ability by using various skills and strategies in culturally
appropriate ways within realistic contexts.

The benefits of learning a language accrue not only to the individual but also to the nation as a whole. Our
trade, cultural and tourist links with other countries are enhanced if we have a pool of varied language
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LANGUAGES - CHINESE (MANDARIN)

COURSE OVERVIEW

Completing the Year 7 Chinese course will put you on the path to learning a language that is spoken by
approximately one quarter of the world’s population. This course has been designed to cultivate a passion
for learning Chinese and exploring differing cultural perspectives. Resources have been carefully selected and
created to engage various types of learners and to foster each student’s ability to achieve their potential in
the subject. Moreover, students will be taught various strategies on how to learn the language and they will
be encouraged to devise their own effective learning techniques. At St Margaret’s, the study of either French
or Chinese is compulsory in Year 7.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Hobbies — Students will work towards creating a digital presentation to describe their hobbies and interests.
They will describe activities that they love, like, dislike and despise! Students will also read about the hobbies
of well-known figures such as Simone Biles, Malala Yousafzai, Sabre Norris to name a few. Traditional Chinese
hobbies such as tai-chi, badminton and table tennis will be explored.

Daily Routine — The core skill that will be learnt in this unit is to tell the time in Chinese and to describe a
typical day in your life. Students will type a description of their daily life for a group of Chinese exchange
students. Listening to the daily life of typical Chinese students will also be a part of this unit.

Seasons — What activities do you like to do in winter? What activities do you like to do in summer? Hey,
what’s the weather like in Beijing today? These are some of the questions students will learn to answer in

this unit. Students will watch regular weather updates and learn about the climates of various cities in Chinese
speaking communities.

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

A wide range of teaching and learning methods will be used to cater to various types of learners, incorporating
digital technologies where appropriate. Students will participate in kinaesthetic activities where they will be
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http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Literacy
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Numeracy
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Information-and-Communication-Technology-capability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Critical-and-creative-thinking
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Personal-and-social-capability
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Ethical-understanding
http://www.australiancurriculum.edu.au/GeneralCapabilities/Intercultural-understanding
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THE ARTS

COURSE OVERVIEW

In Year 7 students experience the Arts via the strands of: Drama, Music and Visual Art. Study in the Arts
engages, inspires and enriches our students, exciting the imagination and encouraging them to develop their
creative and expressive potential. All students will engage in a full year’s study of Music and a semester each
of Visual Art and Drama.

TOPICS OF STUDY

Drama:
e Dramatic action is interpreted, prepared and shaped through scenarios and scripts to include
influences from their own, and other cultures and times.
e Core content: Elements of Drama, acting techniques, improvisation and conventions of a range of
realistic and heightened dramatic styles

Music
e Elements of Music, listening, singing and instrumental skills (Keyboard, Guitar)
e Introduction to music technology — recording and compositional
e AMEB Theory

Visual Art
e Visual Art is built around the two interrelated strands: Making and Responding. Students use skills,
techniques, processes and a range of art materials to plan, create, display and reflect on Visual Art
works. Practical work is underpinned by research to understand and respond to contemporary and
other art works using appropriate terminology.
* Art media and techniques explored include: drawing and mixed media, ceramics, composition and
construction

LEARNING EXPERIENCES

In the Arts the following learning experiences will occur: acting, improvising, comedy, script writing, singing,
playing musical instruments, composing, analysing music, drawing and design, painting, sculpting and
printmaking processes.

The Arts aims to develop students’:

e Creativity, imagination, technical ability, aesthetic appreciation, critical thinking and self confidence
e Skills in research and the use of innovative arts practices and technologies to express ideas

e Aesthetic knowledge and communication: valuing and sharing arts experiences

e Insights into local, national and global cultures and arts traditions

ASSESSMENT
e Knowledge and understanding
e Creating
e Making
e Responding
e Reflecting
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Contact Details

Dean of Pedagogy

Mrs Jo Butterworth
3862 0703 / jbutterworth@stmargarets.qld.edu.au

Dean of Studies

Mrs Nicole Devlin
3862 0783 / ndevlin@stmargarets.qld.edu.au

Careers Counsellor

Ms Elizabeth Johnston
3862 0710 / ejohnston@stmargarets.gld.edu.au

English
Ms Alina Layton
3862 0885 / alayton@stmargarets.gld.edu.au

Health & Physical Education

Miss Desley Upton
3862 0821 / dupton@stmargarets.qld.edu.au

Sociocultural Studies

Mr Tom McCormick
3862 0756 / tmccormick@stmargarets.qld.edu.au

Global Studies

Mr Mathew Stein
3862 0714 / mstein@stmargarets.qld.edu.au

Mathematics

Ms Vicki Strid
3862 0712 / vstrid@stmargarets.gld.edu.au

Science & Technology

Mr Chris Dunn
3862 0748 / cdunn@stmargarets.gld.edu.au

Business & Pathways

Ms Naomi Holley
3862 0728 / nholley@stmargarets.gld.edu.au

The Arts & Design

Ms Annette Box
3862 0755 / abox@stmargarets.gld.edu.au

St Margaret’s School Council Ltd ABN: 69069684019 CRICOS Code: 00511K
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